[image: A close-up of a medal

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Letter from Our President

Greetings from the great state of Georgia!
The Peach State is honored and excited to welcome our Southern States family back to Savannah for the 2026 Midwinter Meeting and Summer Conference. Georgia is proud to once again serve as your host, and we’re preparing an unforgettable year of learning, connection, and celebration.
📅 Mark your calendars:
· Midwinter Meeting: February 1–3, 2026
· Summer Conference: August 14–19, 2026
Both events will be held at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Savannah, nestled along the city’s historic waterfront and merging directly into iconic River Street. This setting offers the perfect blend of Southern charm and vibrant culture—an ideal backdrop for our 56th Annual SSCA gathering.
It is an incredible honor to serve as President of the Southern States Correctional Association, an organization rooted in professional excellence, collaboration, and an unwavering commitment to the field of corrections. As we embark on another year together, I am deeply inspired by the dedication, resilience, and fellowship that define our membership across the 14 Southern states.
Each year, the SSCA provides a vital platform for knowledge-sharing, fellowship, and the development of best practices that move our profession forward. Whether this is your first conference or your fifteenth, know that you are a valued part of our mission: to uplift and connect correctional and criminal justice professionals through meaningful training, support, and opportunity.
As we prepare for this year’s events in Savannah, our committees are working diligently to ensure each experience reflects the energy, innovation, and spirit that make SSCA such a unique and impactful organization. From forward-thinking training sessions and dynamic keynote speakers to memorable networking opportunities, the 2026 conference season promises to be something truly special.
Let us continue to lead with purpose, support one another, and grow as a united community of professionals passionate about making a difference. I invite you to stay connected, get involved, and help us expand the reach and impact of SSCA throughout the region and beyond.
Thank you for your continued commitment and for allowing me the privilege to serve as your President. I look forward to seeing you all in Savannah.
We are certainly “Better Together”.
Tonya Ashley
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